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these three years' volunteers, unlike the militia who
had just gone home, were for the most part men who
had enlisted with the serious purpose of becoming
soldiers and outfighting the soldiers on the other side,
but also because it did not take long for them and.
for their officers to become aware that the new com-
mander was a man who was thoroughly versed in the
profession of arms, who was determined to have
a thoroughly well drilled, well organized, and well
equipped army, and who was superintending and
watching with unwearied zeal and interest the prog-
ress made by his troops towards this most desirable
consummation. McClellan had a genius for organi-
zation ; he also had a genius for impressing himself
on men; he was believed in and trusted by the
soldiers long before he took them into battle, lie
won the confidence and affection of his troops by
making it plain to them that he was training them to
become real soldiers, and that he expected from them
cordial and energetic co-operation in the great work
in which they and he were equally interested, and
on the successful accomplishment of which the
future of the country in all probability depended.

When we add to this, that McClellan was an ac-
knowledged authority on the structure and composi-
tion of a large army ; and that, during the first three
or four months of his command, every one, from the
President down to the private soldier, yielded an
unhesitating assent to all his suggestions, and curried
out his wishes with hearty and painstaking zeal, we
may midily believe that the Army of the Potomac,
for such was the name now assumed by the forces